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BUILDING OFFICIAL INTERPRETATION 2018-04 

July 01, 2021 
 
CODE/EDITION: VIRGINIA UNIFORM STATEWIDE BUILDING CODE/2018 
 
SECTION(S):  IBC/2018 Section 707 Fire Barriers  

IBC/2018 Section 708 Fire Partitions 
   IBC/2018 Section 711 Floor and Roof Assemblies 

 
 
QUESTION:  
 
1. Are “horizontal structural members supporting floor or roof decks”...“considered through-

wall penetrations, much like conduits, pipes, and ducts, when they penetrate vertical fire 
barriers?”  
 

ANSWER:  
 
1. Yes.  See the attached ICC Staff Interpretation that was originally issued with regard to the 

IBC/2000. 
 
 
 
Eric M. Mays, P.E. 
Building Official 
 
Attachment 
 ICC Staff Interpretation, dated July 27, 2004 
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